Snelly’'s New Muzzie
(Graeme Snells 1965 Fastback, Taranaki Mustang)Club

Changing Cars...

Yes... | must admit it was very sad to watch theStielb drive down the road on it's
way to Auckland but im glad it stayed in the ctvyyn What to buy next ??

We had almost finished the major renovations atdamd the new shed was
complete — but pretty empty except for a few whitth blue stripe models ranging
from very very very small to 1/40(my hobby for the last 7years while | owned #349)
and a foldout table tennis table which was gettilegty of use.

I had been spending a bit of time looking on ebay @adme when | spied a car that |
really liked - a 1966 fastback — blue with a wratepe and had been rebuilt as a
Shelby Tribute car. | made a few inquiries and juasabout to get Steve Curle from
KiwiShipping to do a deal for me when the ownedsahad a bit of interest from
downunder and im sorry but it's sold...... yessirreeeMike and Vickie Dixon so at
least | can still ask to go and see it from timénee.....it looked nice in all the photos
and is even better in the flesh (so to speak). daie Mike and Vickie.

| then showed Noel a few pics of a car | had skahwas for sale in Perth of all
places.

Five of us TMC members had visited there back @228nd | had kept in contact
with them emailing yarns and jokes over the yelamsked Alex if he could make
contact with the chap that owned it and if he “doclheck it out” for me. What do
you know — 2 days later | get 10 emails with 1Gymes each email (50megs) from
every angle you could imagine of the car. Repod taliight’ but needs quite a bit
of TLC to bring it back to life. |thought thattee so | did the deal — and then | told
Lorraine - oops !!! Red — not her favourite aglo  fastback - not her favourite



shape but she liked the wheels (17 x 8 ROH mags¥sha quite liked the white
interior......... something a little different from modgbk interior cars she had seen.

Getting it here....

Getting the thing here was a bit of a mission diebe it or not it cost almost twice as
much as getting a car to NZ from L.A.

There were delays at Mainfreights end with packsigpping and paperwork and |
lost contact with the chap | bought it off for ailehas he went down south to help a
mate in his motel for a couple of weeks.....ahhhjtlye of buying outta town !!!

Any way it arrived here in New Plymouth on the s&d revised date and | got to go
down to the port and help unpack it from the cardaso MAF /AG and Customs
could give it the once over. Luck would have iahrinto Rae Simpson who was on
duty at the port that morning too so he showeduere to go and he even knew all
the unloading crew as well as the MAF guy — madiggthrun really sweet......
thanks Rae.

Itis a ‘65 (built septl2th 1964) A code (4bbl3geed fastback. All the required
paperwork matched, the officials were happy sod allowed to drive it home. Dave



Walker had run me down to the port with some gadainers cause | knew that the
tank would be empty so we put in 20 litres andaswff home. | knew from some of
my questions asked that it needed a little workl laliin’t realised that the whole
brake system was shot. The old girl limped honverfetime you stepped on the
brakes the car shot right 90degrees) and just st to idle, run, accelerate or
stop! | got it home in the new shed and put itsome stands to have a little look.
Wasn't too bad from 10feet after spending 7 weaka 20ft container.

Work Starts!

| took the wheels off and off fell half the braggstem — broken springs, jammed
cylinders with fluid everywhere and shoes fallirf§ d explained my dilemma to
Noel and Andrew and before you knew it they wemaiad sorting it out. | must point
out that at this stage I'd had a little car acctdeemd was having a few concussion
probs so their help was just fantastic.

With the brakes sorted, and a few other probs fikeas off to ONROAD to get it
vinned. (I borrowed these wheels from Noels ‘69 Mato get it vinned)

My fingers crossed must have worked because it flewand what a good feeling to
have it vinned , wof'd and registered. Unfortumathis is when the next prob arose
— the clutch was not well so Andrew said bringihts place, pop it on the hoist and |
could do the clutch (under his guidance) — wely@s know one thing leads to
another so we took the engine out, did the frasggl seals, spruced up the engine
and engine bay, and put it back together fixingegaifew other little probs along the
way. (see following pics...) Thanks Andrew — fantast















Recent Work
Well it looked good, sounded good, but ran like pinoverbial hairy butt !!

| had the carb reconditioned (the orig autolit®@)1but it appeared to have an
inherent problem just off idle (probably why thepious owner in Perth had only run
it a few times since owning it from '97 when he ionged it) So | parked it back in my
shed, searched the internet for a few more cluégarchased a Holley 600cfm to see
if that would cure it.....It did!.

Oh yes | nearly forgot to mention ....... I've now clgad the wheels too (almost the
only thing Lorraine liked) to more period corre&iich magnums. The others were
17x8 and rubbed on most tight corners and weealgoain.

Im really looking forward to driving it around tovwand having a go on the grass at
our next grasskana....... Im sure the 4 speed will be fu

Thanks to all the club members who have been pr@eict assisting me getting the
ol ‘Dingo’ on the road here in NZ especially Noghdrew, Rae and Dave Walker —
without your help it wouldn’t have been possible..hartks so much.

Cheers Snelly.




